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As we Gather Around the Family Table
Rev. Violet Mills Eastman

T

hanksgiving was always a big part of my life growing up. It was more of an event than a meal. And it was one of those rare op portunities for me to see the oldest of my older brothers and sisters and their families. Many had to spend days traveling by
car before their frst appearance at our home at 4 Cottage Street.

My mom would spend a week planning and preparing cakes, cookies, and homemade pies, making sure everyone got their fa vorite, and often cooked two large turkeys in our big old wood cook stove, and her signature long rolls, crusty on one side, fuffy on
the other alongside them. There was hot gravy made from the turkey drippings, and peas and mashed potatoes, real mashed, not
the instant kind, and whatever else any of my brothers and sisters brought to share. Food was always a symbol of love in our family.
My mom would cook and cook and we would eat and eat.
Of my parents' nine children, seven of us lived to be adults. My frst fve brothers and sisters grew up together. They shared child hood experiences, adventures, and memories. Whenever they got together, they fell into the same family patterns of their child hood; the bossy oldest sister, the protective big brother, the quiet middle boy and girl, and my youngest older brother, the spoiled
baby of the family. They'd get into the same heated squabbles, competitions, and debates, yet were fercely protective and loyal to
one another.
Rose and I were the little girls. We were always referred to in the plural. Always relegated to watching over and playing with our
many nephews and nieces while our older fve grown up siblings had fun visiting and catching up with one another.
My parents' home was small by anyone's standards; and even with two added leaves to the old oak table there wasn't enough
room for all of us to sit together. My sister Rose, and I, inevitably ended up at the "little kids" table, which was an old metal folding
card table with mismatched chairs brought out of the back of my dad's paint shed, for Rose, me, and the oldest of our nephews and
nieces, surrounded by high chairs and basinets for the littlest additions to our family's brood. Rose and I had to entertain, spoonand-bottle feed, and baby sit the others while our mom and dad and fve older siblings and their spouses got to sit together and visit.
It wasn't an easy task, keeping peace amongst the rabble rousers.. Rose usually took baby duty, which was just fne with me.
Smelly diapers and baby formula spit up were not my idea of a good time. But that meant I had to endure sharing what few toys I
had unless I could convince my older nephews and nieces to get down on the linoleum foor with me to color and draw or play a
quiet game of hide and seek.

When the little ones took naps stretched out on our couch and on my parents' big bed, I'd try to steal a peek at my older brothers
and sisters as they stood by the breezeway or sat out on the feldstone steps of our porch, swapping stories, cigarettes, and swigs of
beer. (My parents didn't allow smoking or drinking in the house), before my mom caught up with me and put me on dish duty with
my sister, Rose, and oldest niece, Wanda Jean.
Thanksgiving was a grownup's holiday. At least that was what I used to think. If we had snow, and most years' we did when I was
growing up, I'd beg a few moments outside before dark, to take a few runs down the hill of snow my dad made by our driveway or
put together a snowman with my sister, Rose, and our older nephews and nieces. But mostly we were on day care duty, supervising
the littlest ones and entertaining the older ones.
Years later, when I was a married grown up with a family of my own, I still ended up at the little kids' table. I still was referred to by
my older siblings as "one of the little girls."
Time passes. Lives change. Many of my loved ones are no longer with us. As a wife, mother, and grandmother, our extended family often comes here to gather around our table for holidays and family reunions.
Yet I'd give anything for just a few moments in one of those uncomfortable chairs, seated at that metal card table in my folks' living
room at 4 Cottage Street with all my noisy nephews and nieces. The little kids' table.
May we never lose sight of the bounty of blessings we share as we gather around the familywonderful blessings we share with all
the women of this church, so loving and giving, so thoughtful and kind, mothers every one.
Blessing and Peace,

Upcoming Events....
Choir rehearsals Wednesdays at 3:00
I
November
4th
Daylight saving time ends.
Giving Tree tags on tree in back of sanctuary
Sunday, November 18th
Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 20th
Thanksgiving Service at the New Church
7:00pm
Saturday, December 1st
3:00pm Decorating of the Sanctuary
Thursday, December 6th
11:30 am Annual Nautilus Guild Luncheon

Would you like to host a coffee hour?
There is no obligation to bring something home-made.
Munchkins from Dunkin Donuts are always very popular!
Someone can help make the coffee, also.

Volunteers are needed!!!!!!!!
Sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board
downstairs.

Dairy Bar

T

hank you for all of the volunteers who worked at the Dairy Bar
this year. We were fortunate to have many volunteers from
our congregation, friends from the church and student
volunteers from the Interact Club, totaling about 85 volunteers.
The weather was not as conducive to selling ice cream as it was last year. Total revenue was $19,170, but not all of the expenses are
in yet, they approximate $7,600, comparable to last year, for a net income of $11,570. This year we had to deal with additional
expenses to repair the upright refrigerator and a couple of ice cream freezers. Our net revenue is about 30.7% less than last year.
We had a successful inspection from the State Health Inspector with no defciencies noted!
Consideration should be made regarding upping ice cream prices slightly as they were much lower than all of the other ice cream
vendors. Jeff Shain who provides us with an excellent quality ice cream for our patrons suggested we raise prices by 50 cents for
the small and regular cone. The Maple Frappes continued to be popular at our booth. This year we also tried ice cream sandwiches
which sold well once the customers could visually the fnal product, more people started ordering.
Thank you to Michael Di Nucci who developed the signs for the Maple Frappes and Ice Cream Sandwiches, they had a great vintage
presentation. We should also consider updating all of the posters and signage for the Dairy Bar so they are more visible for the
2019 Fair.
Thank you as well to the Weston Family for providing the Maple
Syrup and decorations for the Dairy Bar. The Dairy Bar continues to
be a fun venue to volunteer at and it provides a major source of
income to support our congregation. We look forward to seeing
everyone again next year!

T

he volunteers at the Community
Giving Tree have been busy
organizing for this year. Families
in need with children in the MSAD 72
School District have been called to get
ideas for clothing and a couple of nonclothing items the children need and
will enjoy. The tags will be up at
churches and business around town
the frst week in November. The date
to return gifts will be written on the
tags. To simplify the process this year,
they are requesting that the gifts be
returned unwrapped with the tags attached to them. Parents
will be provided with wrapping paper if needed.

The multi-age Sunday
School Class is using
the Deep Blue
curriculum focusing on
At Home with God. We
are learning more
about Jesus and his family with God,his parents, the church
family and the community family. The children started sharing

The Christmas Eve Offering is donated for this project.

Enrollment is at an all time high!
We only have a few spots left open.
The Fair was a great adventure with
seeing the animals and fnishing
with a trip to the Dairy Bar, where Trudy treated us to ice cream.
In November we will have our 5th annual Thanksgiving Lunch
with parents!

The Nautilus Guild's
Annual Christmas Luncheon

ideas for the mission project of Thanksgiving Baskets.

What's
Happening at
First Kids....

Thursday, December 6th at 11:30
at the White Mountain Hotel, North Conway, NH.
Choice of broiled scrod or chicken Cordon Bleu.
$22 to Trudy Atkinson to reserve.
All women are invited.

We are continually updating our stock with warmer
clothing (sweaters,coats,hats,mittens,scarfs, boots and more)

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

If you are interested in donating a few hours a week,
please contact Laura Naughton at 890-4397

7:00pm Tuesday, November 20th at the New Church
Join us for an evening of gratitude, praise and music as we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday with our dear friends at the
Church of the New Jerusalem.
Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen and Pastor Vi will conduct the service.

M

aine ranks the highest for food insecurity in New
England. As we gather with our families and friends
to celebrate the upcoming holidays it is important to
remember those families in our community who may be in the
greatest need.

Saturday, December 1st at 5:00
Please join us December 1st to decorate our beautiful Sanctuary
for the holidays.
All are welcome to join us as we gear up for the Christmas
Season.

We are collecting for holiday baskets for Thanksgiving and
Christmas this year. Pastor Vi and Peter have offered to donate
up to 20 turkeys for Thanksgiving and another 20 for Christmas
or whatever we are able to do this year.
We will be collecting donations to fll each box. The children of
the church will help decorate the boxes and make holiday
greeting cards.
Pastor Vi will make sure they get to the distribution site and is
sending out letters to all the churches in our communities
within MSAD #72 to encourage them to participate in this much
needed holiday mission.
If you know of a family in need, please speak with Vi or one of
our deacons.

Donations Needed:

Turkeys (Vi and Peter)
Stuffng, Cranberry sauce
Pie makings (pie shells, pie fllings)
Cookie/brownie mixes
Shelled nuts
Squash, Potatoes, Onions, Carrots
Holiday napkins
Dinner Rolls
Butter
Eggs
Boxes (big enough for all the holiday meal makings)

The Sanctuary Clock is
Working!!!!!
John Waldie decided to take it down to look at it, and all it
needed was batteries!!! What a pleasant surprise!!!

Thank you
to our
Volunteers
It is amazing what
our “little church with
a big heart” can get
accomplished. And
it's all through the
generosity of our
church family. Every
person does something to help—from baking for the coffee hour
to helping with Sunday School, to making sure the doors are
unlocked in the morning.
***A special thank you to Linda Russell for all of her hard work
coordinating the Dairy Bar.***

Pastor’s
Fund
You may have
wondered what
the collection jar
is in the back labeled “Pastor's
Fund”. The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is used to offer a bit of
aid to our members and other people who come to our church
for help during particularly hard times.
This money is not a part of the church’s general budget and is
used, as its name states, at the pastor’s discretion.
Right now the fund has $350 dollars in it. We really should
have at least $500 coming into the winter months.
To make a donation to this fund, make your check out to First
Congregational Church, Fryeburg as usual, but note in the
“memo” line that it is for the Pastor’s Fund. If giving cash, include a short note that lets us know it is intended for the fund.
Thank you for your support in helping people in short-term,
great need.

WHAT OUR CHURCH IS ABOUT
Our Mission
We encourage all to live and grow as disciples of Christ in
service to God and the World.
MINISTER
Rev. Violet Mills Eastman
Email:
ourpastorvi@gmail.com
Phone:
239-595-4569 (call or text)
MUSIC DIRECTOR
John Waldie
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:10 a.m.
Choir warmup
10:00 a.m.
Worship and Sunday School
WEDNESDAY
3:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal

N

ovember is Stewardship month and pledge letters will
be sent to members and friends for our commitment to
the ministry of our Congregation for 2019. Stewardship
is often synonymous with the annual pledge drive.
Stewardship is about sharing our faith, talents and money to
enable our church family to share the good news about God's
unconditional love.

New Candles in
the Sanctuary
Fran Coombs generously
donated the new battery
operated candles that we
have in the sanctuary. They
are so much easier to use,
and look very pretty. Thank
you so much!!!

SECRETARY: Tamara Meadows
Phone:
207-935-3227
Website:
www.fryeburgucc.org
Email:
fryeburgfrstchurch@fairpoint.net
Address:
655 Main Street, Fryeburg, Maine, 04037
FIRST KIDS CHILDREN'S LEARNING CENTER
Hours:
Monday-Friday 7:30-5:30
Phone:
207-935-3276
THRIFT SHOP
Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, 9:00- Noon
Phone:
207-935-2329
PLEASE DIRECT SUBMISSIONS, SUGGESTIONS OR FEEDBACK
TO: MARY DI NUCCI mawdinucci@gmail.com

Pastor Vi and Peter have been volunteering to park cars during the fair for Peter’s parents for over 40 years. When Peter’s parents’
house sold, the gentleman who purchased it did not want to park cars. He offered parking to Pastor Vi and Peter this year only.
They donated 2/3 of the proceeds to the church and 1/3 to the new owner. About $1300 was donated. Thank you!!

Pastor Vi, John Waldie and Julie Frum led the service on the last Sunday of the Fair. It was a beautiful day!

